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Name: 	 John Daniel Baskeyfield VC
Other names/aliases: Jack
Date of birth: 18 November 1922
Place of birth: Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England
Nationality: British
Date of death: 20 September 1944
Place of death: Oosterbeek, Netherlands

Service No: 5057916
Unit(s): 2nd Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment
Rank:  Lance Sergeant

Burial: Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Netherlands
Memorials: Baskeyfield VC Memorial, Stoke-on-Trent; Baskeyfield 
Avenue, is named in his honour; There is a memorial tree in 
Oosterbeek on the spot he died. 

Medals and awards: Victoria Cross (VC)
 
Education & Employment:



Life Story

John Daniel Baskeyfield – always known as “Jack” – was born on 18 
November 1922 in Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England. 
He was the son of Henry and Minnie Baskeyfield and grew up in a 
working-class family. Before the Second World War, Jack worked as a 
joiner and later at a local pottery factory. He was a quiet, modest young 
man, deeply religious, and well-liked in his community.
 
Military Life
At the outbreak of the Second World War, Jack initially worked in a 
reserved occupation. He became a butcher in 1940, and became the 
manager of a co-op butchers in Pittshull. In 1942 he volunteered for 
the British Army. He joined the South Staffordshire Regiment, later 
becoming part of the 2nd Battalion, South Staffords, an airborne unit 
trained for glider operations. By 1944 he had risen to the rank of Lance 
Sergeant. Baskeyfield had his first taste of action during Operation 
Ladbroke, the glider phase of the Invasion of Sicily in 1943. Previous 
to that, he spent time in North Africa with the 1st Airlanding Brigade. 
They were not called on for the Normandy invasion in June 1944, and 
so were ready and waiting for action as part of Market Garden. 
 
 
Operation Market Garden
Operation Market Garden was Field Marshal Montgomery’s audacious 
plan to seize bridges across the Netherlands and open a rapid route 
into Germany. The British 1st Airborne Division, supported by the Polish 
1st Independent Parachute Brigade, was tasked with capturing and 
holding the vital Rhine bridge at Arnhem until relieved by advancing 
ground forces.
 
The plan was high-risk. Airborne troops were expected to hold 
their objectives for two to three days, but command had severely 
underestimated German strength. The Allies dropped directly into the 
path of two SS Panzer divisions, which were regrouping near Arnhem 



after battles in Normandy.
 
On 17 September 1944, the first elements of the 1st Airborne Division 
landed west of Arnhem. Approximately 750 men under Lt-Col John 
Frost successfully reached and held the northern end of Arnhem 
Bridge. However, the rest of the division was delayed by stiff German 
resistance, poor radio communications, and scattered landings.
 
The South Staffords’ Advance
The 2nd Battalion South Staffords, part of the 1st Airlanding Brigade, 
arrived by gliders rather than parachute. These gliders (Horsa and 
Hamilcar) allowed them to bring anti-tank guns, mortars, jeeps, and 
other heavy support weapons.
 
Commanded by Lt-Col Derek McCardie, the battalion landed on Landing 
Zones (LZ) ‘S’ and ‘Z’ near Wolfheze, west of Arnhem. Their mission 
was to advance along the southern route, following the Utrechtseweg 
(below), to reinforce Lt-Col Frost and his men at the Arnhem Bridge. 
 

Their progress was severely hampered by 
ambushes, snipers, and German blocking 
positions. The Germans, reinforced by SS 
training units and armour, fought fiercely to slow 
the British advance. The South Staffords suffered 
heavy casualties from relentless mortar fire and 
machine guns. By the end of 18 September, they 
had only reached the outskirts of Arnhem, well 
short of the bridge. Unable to break through, 
they were ordered back to Oosterbeek, where 
the division was forming a defensive perimeter.

 
Baskeyfield’s Last Stand
Now positioned in Oosterbeek, the South Staffords defended key 
approaches to the village. Here, the battle became a desperate, 
house-to-house holding action against overwhelming German forces, 
including tanks, self-propelled guns, and infantry. It was here, on 20 
September 1944, that Lance Sergeant Jack Baskeyfield made his 
famous last stand.



 
 
Baskeyfield was in command 
of two anti-tank guns at a 
vital road junction. Despite 
intense German shelling, he 
directed fire that destroyed 
several enemy tanks and 
self-propelled guns. As 
the battle raged, both of 
his crews were killed or 
wounded, and Baskeyfield 
himself was badly injured.
Refusing evacuation, he 
manned the anti-tank 
gun alone, loading and firing despite his wounds. He succeeded in 
knocking out more German armour before his position was finally 
overrun. Witnesses reported seeing him still attempting to load the gun 
as German infantry closed in. He was killed at his post at the age of 22. 
 
Baskeyfield’s extraordinary determination held up the German 
attack long enough for other British positions to consolidate their 
defences, saving countless lives. For his unparalleled bravery, he was 
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross.
 
Aftermath of Arnhem
The 1st Airborne Division was surrounded. On 25 September 1944, 
out of options, the survivors withdrew across the Rhine in “Operation 
Berlin.” Out of about 10,000 men who had landed, only around 
2,000 escaped. The rest were killed, wounded, or taken prisoner. 
 
Although Market Garden failed, the stubborn defence at Arnhem — and 
particularly acts of defiance like Baskeyfield’s — became legendary 
examples of courage against impossible odds.

The Dutch people of Arnhem and Oosterbeek have never forgotten 
the sacrifices made in the streets of their towns.  Every year, since the 
war ended, local children lay flowers at the graves of airborne soldiers. 

A wrecked self-propelled gun on the Benedendorpsweg, 
Oosterbeek. This is one of the vehicles that was destroyed by 
Baskeyfield on Wednesday 20th September. 



Baskeyfield, though his exact resting place is uncertain, is honoured at 
the Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery. His name stands among those 
who fought to the last.

VC Citation:

Lance-Sergeant John Daniel Baskeyfield

Unit : Anti-Tank Platoon, Support Company, 2nd Battalion The South 
Staffordshire Regiment

Army No. : 5057916

Awards : Victoria Cross

John Baskeyfield was born in Burslem in November 1922. He became 
a butcher in 1940, and became the manager of a co-op butchers 
in Pittshull. In February 1942 he received his call up papers and 
served with the 2nd South Staffords in North Africa, Sicily, and Italy. 
Commanding two 6-pounder anti-tank guns at Arnhem, his section 
saw heavy action during the vicious fighting that followed the stand of 
the Lonsdale Force in Oosterbeek on Wednesday 20th September. 
The enemy made a consistent and determined drive to break what 
remained of the parachute battalions and the 2nd South Staffords in 
the area, throwing everything at them that they had at their disposal.

Positioned on the Benedendorpsweg-Acacialaan road junction, his 
crew were responsible for the destruction of two Tiger tanks and 
at least one self-propelled gun. Baskeyfield manned his gun until 
he was killed. For his selfless dedication and determination he was 
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. His citation reads:

On 20th September 1944, during the Battle of Arnhem, Lance 
Sergeant Baskeyfield was the nco in charge of a six-pounder anti-
tank gun at Oosterbeek.

The enemy developed a major attack on this sector with infantry, 



tanks and self-propelled guns with the obvious intention to break 
into and overrun the battalion position. During the early stage of 
the action the crew commanded by this nco was responsible for the 
destruction of two Tiger tanks and at least one self-propelled gun, 
thanks to the coolness and daring of this nco who with complete 
disregard for his own safety allowed each tank to come well within 
100 yards before opening fire.

 

In the course of this preliminary engagement Lance Sergeant 
Baskeyfield was badly wounded in the leg and the remainder of his 
crew were either killed or badly wounded. During a brief respite after 
the engagement Lance Sergeant Baskeyfield refused to be carried to 
the Regimental Aid Post and spent his time attending to his gun and 
shouting encouragement to his comrades in neighbouring trenches.

After a short interval the enemy renewed the attack with even greater 
ferocity than before, under cover of intense mortar and shell fire. 
Manning his gun quite alone, Lance Sergeant Baskeyfield continued 
to fire round after round at the enemy until his gun was put out of 
action. By this time his activity was the main factor in keeping the 
enemy tanks at bay. The fact that the surviving men in his vicinity 
were held together and kept in action was undoubtedly due to his 
magnificent example and outstanding courage. Time after time the 
enemy attacks were launched and driven off. Finally when his gun 
was knocked out Lance Sergeant Baskeyfield crawled under intense 
enemy fire to another six-pounder gun nearby, the crew of which had 
been killed and proceeded to man is single handed. With this gun 
he engaged an enemy self-propelled gun which was approaching to 
attack. Another soldier crawled over open ground to assist him but 
was killed almost at once. Lance Sergeant Baskeyfield succeeded 
in firing two rounds at the SP gun, scoring direct hits, which rendered 
it ineffective. Whilst preparing to fire a third show, however, he was 
killed by a shell from a supporting enemy tank.
 
The superb gallantry of this nco is beyond praise. During the remaining 
days at Arnhem, stories of his valour were a constant inspiration to 



all ranks. He spurned danger, ignored pain and, by his supreme 
fighting spirit, infected all who witnessed his conduct with the same 
aggressiveness and dogged devotion to duty, which characterised 
his actions throughout.

Below: The Baskeyfield Memorial, Stoke-on-Trent
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